Except in the cases mentioned in the Lunacy Act, 1890, no person shall be allowed to remain in a workhouse as a lunatic unless the medical officer of the workhouse certifies in writing: (a) that such person is a lunatic, with the grounds for the opinion; and (b) that he is a proper person to be allowed to remain in a workhouse as a lunatic; and (<?) that the accommodation in the workhouse is sufficient for his proper care and treatment, separate from the inmates of the workhouse not lunatics, unless the medical officer certifies that the lunatic's condition is such that it is not necessary for the convenience of the lunatic or of the other inmates that he should be kept separate.
The detention of a lunatic without statutory authority may be justified at common law by showing that it was necessary for his safety or that of others. No lunatic shall be detained against his will or allowed to remain in a workhouse for more than fourteen days from the date of a certificate under section 24 without an order under the hand of a justice having jurisdiction in the place where the workhouse is situate. The order may be made upon the application of a relieving officer of the union to which the workhouse belongs supported by a medical certificate under the hand of a medical practitioner, not being an officer of the workhouse, and by the certificate under the hand of the medical officer of the workhouse. 
